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1. Mennonite Landing Site
Where? Just off St. Mary’s Road at the
junction of the Red and Rat rivers. Parking
available on site.
Why? This is where the river paddle-boats

docked for the immigrants to disembark. After
a 13,000 Km trip across Europe, the Atlantic,
and half of Canada by wagon, riverboat,
various trains and ships, then again, railway
and finally paddle-boat, the immigrants,
young and old, set foot on Manitoba soil.
Their goods were loaded on Red River carts
and then taken by Métis teams to the
immigration sheds, nine kilometers to the
east. This is a way-point on the Peace Trail

because of its historic importance.
2. River Lot Panels

Where? From the junction of Hwy 305 and
Crystal Springs Road turn north on the dirt
road and follow the turns for about one-half
mile. The site is on your right under a cluster
of trees.
Why? The panels on this site were placed by
the Crow Wing Trail Association to draw

attention to the change in land survey type
just before the Mennonites arrived: diagonal
river lots to the west and the sectional grid to
the east. The river lots were inhabited by
Métis and were similar to the village lots
established in Mennonite villages. It was not
until the beginning of the twentieth century
that the Mennonites shifted to the grid
system, although their homesteading was
based on the grid system.

Drive the Peace Trail

MMHS and EastMenn are developing a 55 Km route from the Mennonite Landing Site to the Peace Garden at Mennonite Heritage Village in Steinbach. 
At present the route has been set only for vehicle drivers, hence “Drive the Peace Trail”. The trail will be opened when all due diligence with regard to 
permissions, insurance, and safety has been done. 
The waypoints on the trail celebrate history, ecology, spirituality, and recreation:

1. Mennonite Landing Site, where the Mennonites arrived during 1874-1876.
2. The River Lot Panels: Also a waypoint on the Crow Wing Trail, where the river-lot 

system gave way to the 1-mile square grid. 
3. Hespeler Park in Niverville: Hespeler was an important immigration official.
4. The Shantz Cairn, where four immigrations sheds provided temporary shelter to the

immigrants.

5. Tourond Creek Discovery Centre: an ecological site
6. Gruenfeld Cemetery, the cemetery of one of the first villages to be established
7. Chortitz Church and Cemetery: the oldest Mennonite church on the East Reserve
8. Rosenthal Nature Park, an ecological site important to indigenous people
9. Keating Cairn, a memorial to the Clear Springs settlers and trailhead of the Blind

Creek Trail
10. The Dirk Willems Peace Garden at MHV: the trail terminus
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